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Background Information:

The mutual recognition and reconciliation of ministries is, as the Vision Statement for Ecumenical
Partnership points out, anattemptto "discover the means bywhich the ministries of one church will be
able to function effectively as ministriesto and on behalfof both churches." |t recognizes that authen-
tic ministry is first the ministry of the Church of Jesus Christ before it is the ministry of a particular
denomination. Through this process We open ourselves to the new places the spirit is leading us.

word and sacrament.” At that lime the General Assembly and General Synod understood that the
reconciliation of ordained ministries is *
Separately and together, whereby their ordained ministries become one ministry of Jesus Christ."
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During 1992-1993 the Center for Leadership and Ministry, Division of Homeland Ministries, of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), along with the Office for Chureh Life and Leadership, United
Church of Christ, offered a proposal for implementing the "Mutual Recognition and Reconciliation of
Ordained Ministries" called for by the General Assembly and General Synod. A “Study and Discus-
sion Paper” was distributed in December 1991 to all regional and area staff and commissions on the
ministry, clergy, and local churches who fequested it. A similar process was followed in the United
Church of Christ. Feedback was received through January 1993, The volume of response received
Was madesl, but affirmed the basic proposal regarding the reconciliation of ordained ministries.
Among those who responded, however, there was a notable ambivalence about the Partnership,
indicating there is a significant need to deepen understanding of, éncourage appreciation for, and
broaden participation in the Partnership across our two denominations. This data is being shared

The plan seeks to accomplish this through provisions like the following: Two new ministerial
designations will be created within the Christian Chureh (Disciples of Christ) of “ordained ministerial
partner” and "ordained ministerial partner standing.” "Ordained ministerial partner standing" will be
the designation for those United Church of Christ ordained ministers who serve in Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) ordained ministries. Comparable designations will be created in the United
Church of Christ for Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) ordained ministers,

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) ordained ministers who serve in a United Church of Christ
ministry will continue to hold Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) pension, health benefits, and
insurance programs. Denominational relationships and accountability of an ordained minister will be
located primarily in the denomination where the person serves.

Ordained ministers of both denominations will be able to seek pastoral and other calls in either
denomination. However, prior to seeking a call in the other denomination, ordained ministers will be
expected to demonstrate a knowledge of and respect for the history, polity, theology, and practice of
the other denomination.

Time Line

The Center for Leadershipand Ministry, Division of Homeland Ministries will continue its work with the
Office for Church Life and Leadership of the United Church of Christ to shape the specific ways in
which the recognition and reconciliation of ordained ministries will be implemented. In 1995 the
necessary actions, including proposed changes in the Policies and Criteria for the Order of Ministry,
needed to implement the reconciliation of ordained ministries with the United Church of Christ will be
offered to the General Board and the General Assembly. These changes would formally implement
agreements reached between the two denominations. The Office for Church Life and Leadership
(UCC) will offer Proposed changes in the Constitution and Bylaws. If approved by the 20th General
Synod in 1995, changes in the Constitution would go through the process of ratification by the Con-
ferences during 1996-1996. If ratified, implementation would be phased in during 1996-1 997, as
would changesin the Policies and Criteria. Thiswould culminate in liturgical acknowledgement of the
full corporate reconciliation of the ordained ministries of the two denominations af the General
Assembly and General Synod in 1997.
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