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RESOLUTION REGARDING CURRENT CRISIS IN THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE TO AIDS CRisIS

ADOPTED by the General Assembly

WHEREAS, President Reagan responded by appointing The Presidential Commission on the
Human Immuno Deficiency Virus Epidemic in July of 1987, and

WHEREAS, the appointment of this commission came late, it was nevertheless an important first
step, and

WHEREAS, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) through the Division of Homeland Ministries,
has made 3 statement on AIDS and The Church's Ministry to assist our church-wide response to
this crisis, and 4

WHEREAS, this statement reads:

' “The church's ministry to persons with AIDS begins with the pastoral concerns that apply to
all people with fataliliness. It needsto be aware of social stigmaand injustice that may be suf-

fered by persons with AIDS in addition to the iliness. The ministry will often involve other
family or congregation. ] 1

The church’s ministry can make a powerful witness to its faith that there are no exceptionsto
God's love for all People. It can work against injustice and denial of public services in the
communities where it lives, It can also be an advocate for research, education, increased
treatment services and disease prevention."

THEREFORE, BE T RESOLVED that the General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ)in the United States of Americaand Canada, meetingin Louisville, KY, October 16-21 , 1987,
call upon our General Minister and President to convey to President Reagan our urgent concern
thatthe commission be reconstituted and eémpowered to address these overwhelming and unmet
needs which this crisis continues to present to the United States and Canada as well as the
whole world. )

BEITFURTHER RESOLVED thatthe General Assembly encouragethe dissemination of the resour-
ces availabiethrough the Division of Homeland Ministries as asign of the church’s faithful responca
to minister to persons, families and conaraaatinme livsim m . trn Dem o



