No. 8740

RESOLUTION CONCERNING A UNITED STATES PEACE TAX FUND
2.DOPTED by the General Assembly

WHEREAS, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has traditionzlly encouraged diversity of
Christian thought; and

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States of Amarica (the 200th anniversary of which is
celebrated in 1987) through protections provided by the Bill of Rights. guarantees the protection of
minority opinions; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the C*  ;stian Choech (Disciples of Christ) and its predecessor
the International Convention of Christiar, Shurches approved many resolutions supporting per-
sons who conscientiously object to mititary service (General Assembly Actions 6848, 6942, 6926,
7120, 7943, 8120; International Convention statementsin 1930, 1933, 1934, 1936, 1938, 1939, 1941,
1946, 1947, 1949, 1950, 16541 and

WHEREAS, General Assembly resolutions have affirmed opposition to the arms race and to
excessive military spending (8560, 8529, 8136, 8129, 7946, 7936, 7334); and

WHEREAS, more than one-third of United States federal taxes are used for current military expen-
ditures; and

WHEREAS, some members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in their desire for meaning
ful alternatives to taxation for military spending have chosen to withhold a portion of their federal
taxes even though such an act is a violation of the law; and

WHEREAS, there is‘increasing supportin the United States Congress for legislation which would
make it legally possible for persons conscientiously opposed to war to have the military portion of
their federal tax go into a special U.S. Peace Tax Fund for uses that enhance peace and
human welfare,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) meeting in Louisville, Kentucky, October 16-21, 1987, endorse the conceptofaU.S. Peace
Tax Fund, a fund that would provide a legal alternative for those tax-paying citizens who, on
grounds of conscience, object to paying for war and human destruction; and

BE !T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the General Assembly affirm support for those who, in the
absence ofa U.S. Peace Tax Fund, choose to withhold all or part oftheirta)ges used for military pur-
poses; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the General Assembly call on congregations of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) to initiate studies of this matter; and

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the General Assembly request the Disciples Peace Fellowship to
provide resource material and action project suggestions on these issues to regions, con-
gregations and individuals.



