
Rev. Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens elected 
general minister and president July 9
Installation celebrated July 12 in Indianapolis   

July 8-12, 2017 • Indianapolis 

News

D
uring a business session embedded in 
worship, paper ballots were distributed 
and collected, counted immediately 

and the answer came back as a resounding 
“yes” to the election of Rev. Teresa “Terri” 
Hord Owens as general minister and president. 
She is the fi rst African American to serve 
as general minister and president of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the 
fi rst African American woman to head up the 
spiritual life and administration of a mainline 
denomination in the United States.

 In her installation sermon, Hord Owens said, 
“Just as Jesus declared in Luke 4:18, as he 
read from the prophet Isaiah, we are all called, 
appointed and anointed to preach the gospel 
to the poor, bind up the brokenhearted, bring 
liberation to those who are oppressed.  It 
simply must be so that the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, in which we see the revelation of the 
love of God, is so important, at the very top of 
our priorities, that we will not let any division 
among threaten the integrity of that gospel.”

Nominated in late February 2017 by the 
General Board, Hord Owens was one of 
more than 40 individuals nominated or 
recommended to the search committee 
after the May 2016 posting of the position. 
Applications were due July 10, 2016 – one 
full year prior to her election – followed 
by screening and October and February 
interviews. 
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Hord Owens’ résumé includes more than 20 years in corporate 
America leading diverse teams in data management before she 
entered seminary. For the last 12 years, she has been the dean of 
students at the University of Chicago Divinity School, shepherding 
a varied student body in both background and theology and 
for the past 8 years, simultaneously pastor of a congregation in 
suburban Chicago.

Hord Owens comes to the position in a time of renewed emphasis 
on the issues of race, particularly in the United States. Her election 
comes just before the 50th anniversary of the Merger Agreement 
uniting the African-American and largely white branches of the 
denomination. 

The election of Hord Owens follows the 12-year tenure of the Rev. 
Dr. Sharon E. Watkins, who was the fi rst woman to lead a mainline 
denomination in the United States upon her election in 2005. Hord 
Owens’ term is six years with an option for re-election in 2023 for 
an additional six-year term.

From General Minister 
and President 
Teresa Hord Owens’ 
installation sermon

“Our striving for unity is perhaps the 
most powerful way in which we bear 
witness that the love of God is real and 
present in the world. If we can hold 
one another in community, even in the 
presence of tensions that result from 
human differences of various dimensions 
of identity, socio-economic status, 
geography, theology and politics, we can 
be an example to the world – to say that 
we believe the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
his church are so important that we can 
work together, despite those differences, 
to ensure that God’s message of love is 
shared and lived out in the world. This is, 
I believe, what Jesus prayed for, and it is 
what I believe we are called to live out as 
disciples/Disciples of Christ. 

“Imagine what it can look like – looking 
at a community of believers who have 
placed the love of God and neighbor 
above all else, who do not demonize 
differences as defi cient but seek to 
understand one another in light of our 
uniqueness and diversity; who are willing 
for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to stand shoulder to shoulder, working 
through differences in priorities, opinions, 
methods and goals – always yielding to 
the vision of how the world might be able 
to see real love among us and through us. 
This is not an easy vision, and it will take 
not just the best of what is in us, but it 
will also take the best of what God can do 
in and through us. It is a beautiful, gritty, 
necessary vision that we must pursue, 
empowered by the love of God, led by 
the example of Jesus Christ, and guided 
by the Holy Spirit. We will need to learn 
how to have diffi cult conversations, to go 
beyond the standard training sessions, to 
sit with one another, be uncomfortable at 
times, and learn how to hear one another 
fully, to place ourselves in one another’s 
shoes and honor each other’s identity and 
lived experiences.”
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Stewardship and inclusion themes of 
assembly business

Many resolutions, studies and reports for the 2017 General Assembly 
had common themes of stewardship, inclusion and care. For a full list of 
reports, study documents and resolutions including the two emergency 
resolutions, please go to http://ga.disciples.org/business/

• The Center for Faith and Giving issued a study document (GA 1732) 
that delves into the biblical underpinnings of a generous way of life. 
Translated into Spanish, French, Creole and Korean, the document 
is a beginning of a deeper study of stewardship across the life of 
the Disciples. Over time, curriculum will be added as a resource on 
centerforfaithandgiving.org. 

• Stewardship of the earth was highlighted by Disciples Home Missions’ 
Green Chalice ministry in partnership with Blessed Tomorrow. A 
resolution calling for a move to carbon neutrality (GA 1724) is 
supported by a Faith in Action toolkit already distributed to Disciples 
congregations in April of this year and available for download at 
greenchalice.org.

• Responsible investing of our fi nancial resources was affi rmed by the 
boards of three fi nancial ministries of the Church – Christian Church 
Foundation, Disciples Church Extension Fund and the Pension Fund  
(GA 1720).

• A report by the General Assembly Futuring Task Force included 
considerations of how we use our time and treasure to gather as the 
Church (GA 1736).

• The National Convocation brought a resolution to encourage the 
whole Church to be better educated about the Merger Agreement 
between the National Christian Missionary Convention and the 
International Convention of the Christian Churches that resulted 
in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) (GA 1718). In another 
item, the General Assembly affi rmed a renewed commitment to 
Reconciliation Ministry (GA 1721).

• In addition, there was recognition that the region of Canada has 
been underrepresented as a cultural community (GA 1725), and the 
assembly called for support of indigenous voices in the Christian 
Church (GA 1722).

• Business also included amendments to The Design to be more 
inclusive following a racist language audit and requests by the racial 
and ethnic ministries of the Church for clarity (GA 1727, GA 1726). 

• Global concerns for our neighbors were addressed by the invitation 
to congregations to be immigrant welcoming congregations through 
prayer and action (GA 1723), as well as a call to advocate for the 
rights of Palestinian children (GA 1719).

Rev. Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens
General Minister and President

Elected Officers of the 
General Assembly

Rev. Dr. Belva Brown Jordan
Moderator Elect

Rev. Dr. Timothy Lee
Second Vice Moderator

Rev. Beau Underwood
First Vice Moderator

Sue Morris
Moderator

continued...
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• There were also two emergency resolutions 
that were adopted by the General Assembly. 
The fi rst, “Concerning Executive Order 13780 
and Resulting Adverse Effect on Refugees 
Seeking Safety in the US and Resettlement 
Agencies,” (GA 1739) encourages Disciples 
to become involved in issues of resettlement 
through prayer, action and direct support of 
refugees. Emergency resolution criteria are that 
1) the situation could not have been addressed 
in a resolution prior to the regular 180-day 
notice for resolutions and 2) 10 or more voting 
representatives from fi ve or more congregations 
signed on to the resolution. 

• A second emergency resolution was 
“Concerning Support for the ‘New Poor People’s 
Campaign: National Call for a Moral Revival.’” 
(GA 1740) In this resolution, the General 
Assembly encourages congregations and 
regions to fully participate in 40 days of action 
planned for 2018 focusing on issues of the poor. 
The ecumenical effort was announced in April 
by Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II.

 Other business items included (in numerical order):

• A celebration of 975 church plants in pursuit of our 
2020 vision for 1,000 new congregations (GA 1717)

• An amendment clarifying The Design regarding 
removal of congregations from the Yearbook (GA 
1728)

• Setting the time and place of the next General 
Assembly as July 20-24, 2019, in Des Moines, IA (GA 
1729)

• A report on actions taken as a result of previous 
assembly resolutions (GA 1730)

• A report on the progress of the Social Witness Task 
Force which is looking at how we approach religious, 
ethical and social issues together (GA 1731)

• A change in a regional boundaries at the request of a 
congregation (GA 1733)

• The election of General Minister and President (GA 
1734)

• The election of moderators of the General Assembly 
for 2017-2019 (GA 1735)
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Mission First! report presented at 
Monday business session

“Sometimes we just need a new perspective, a new 
direction or way of seeing the world around us, a 
purpose, a focus to make that difference that we all 
yearn to make as God’s people.”

The opening video for the Mission First progress report 
(posted online: http://disciples.org/ga/toolkit) invited 
Disciples into thinking about how we focus our mission efforts 
across the life of the Church.

Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins, Tony Rodriguez and Sue Morris 
shared the immense progress made since the idea surfaced in 
the 2014 General Board meeting. An effort to both lighten the 
load of the governance of the Church and tighten the focus of 
our mission, the whole Church was invited to pray and listen.

In 2015 and 2016, prayers for Mission First! were offered 
every Friday. More than 80 mission gatherings, including 
both the United States and Canada, in settings from regional 
assemblies to board meetings, occurred. In December of 2016, 
the fi rst Mission Council took the results of the gatherings and 
listened for the voice of the Spirit.

The emerging focus for Mission First! includes

• Responding with compassion to the vulnerable

• Creating communities of 
inclusion and learning

• Overcoming oppression, 
especially racism

• Partnering with at-risk 
children and youth

 Many Disciples are already 
deeply involved in addressing 
these foci and they can inspire 
all of us to join. Tutoring 
programs, feeding programs, 
camp scholarships, contributions 
to Disciples Mission Fund that 
support wider church programs, 
letters to editors on local issues – 
all of these are ways Disciples are 
making a difference.

Inspiration abounds on the 
Mission First Facebook group (https://www.facebook.com/
groups/docvisionformission/) but you don’t have to look far 
outside your door to fi nd a place to begin and respond. 

Mission First is Disciples making a difference!

Rev. Gilberto Collazo, president of Hope 
Partnership for Missional Transformation, 
served as emcee for the Mission First! game 
show.

The contestants on for the Mission First! game 
show included from right, Regional Minister 
Nadine Burton, 2016 Mission Council Member 
Sarah Page Jones, Regional Minister Bill 
Spangler-Dunning and 2016 Mission Council 
Member Jaclyn Oden-Peace. 
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GA by the numbers
Offerings

Pension Fund’s 13th Check $28,230

Week of Compassion $19,420

Reconciliation Ministry $17,130

Disciples Mission Fund $10,590

Attendance

Overall attendance  3,787

Indiana region attendance  647

Youth 229

Children  
119 - Preschool (34); 
School-aged (85)

Clergy  1,554

Laity
1,766 (Youth, children & 
exhibitors didn’t have to 
answer this question). 

Business

Ministry reports 18

Operational items 11

Sense of the Assembly resolutions 7

Amendments to The Design 3

Task force and other reports 3

Study documents 1

General Assembly Event Sponsors 10

Bible studies 

 On the John 17 text 8

For Mission First 1
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by Kurt Gwartney

 As lightning sparked across the early morning sky 
and rain fell in buckets, General Assembly volunteers 
created their own thunder inside the Indiana Convention 
Center as the sound of nails pounding into lumber rang 
out, transforming boards into the walls of a Habitat for 
Humanity home.

The home construction project was just one of several 
supported by dozens of mission volunteers Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday during the 2017 General 
Assembly.

While many rolled up their sleeves to create the walls 
for a future home, others did the same to donate blood. 
Some crafted hats from red balls of yarn for newborn 
babies as more volunteers created capes for children 
being treated for life-threatening illnesses. Another 
group sorted potatoes for use by Gleaners Food Bank 
of Indiana.

The Rev. Brooks Barrick, senior pastor at Olive Branch 
Christian Church in Indianapolis, coordinated the 
mission activities.

The panels constructed Tuesday for the Habitat home 
will make their way to the Indiana State Fair where more 
volunteers will complete the build. Once they’re done, 
the structure will be moved to the prepared foundation 
and fi nished for the homeowner, Sebastian Quintero.

As a single student at Indiana University-Purdue 
University Indianapolis, Quintero wanted the home 
to provide a place for his mother 
following his father’s recent death.

On Monday, the Crop Drop, a 
partnership with the Society of St. 
Andrews, rescued the remainder 
of last year’s potato harvest with 
the help of the General Assembly 
volunteers. They turned the sorting 
of 11 tons of potatoes into a game, 
tossing produce past its prime into 
a large bin. The good potatoes were 
repackaged for distribution at the 
Gleaners Food Bank.

Super hero capes crafted during 
General Assembly will be going 
to the Peyton Manning Children’s 
Hospital in Indianapolis. The felt cape 
project drew the attention of youth, 
who carefully traced and cut patterns 
to fashion the colorful capes.

The Indiana Blood Center spent three days offering 
General Assembly attendees the chance to donate 
blood, with blue arm bandages showing that many gave 
the gift of life.

West Street Christian Church in Tipton, Indiana provided 
knitting kits that helped mission volunteers create tiny, 
red caps to distribute to hospitals across central Indiana 
as part of the “Little Hats, Big Hearts” program of the 
American Heart Association.

Disciples make a difference in Indianapolis
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Things that make you go…”HUH?” at General Assembly 

1. How many people I know from across the U.S. and 
Canada (Great to see you, chat, shake hands and hug)

2. What 22,000 pounds of potatoes being sorted 
looks like and smells like (This work will feed a lot of 
people)

3. How youth don’t mind working in the rain (No doubt 
due to the lack of fun for their sponsors) 

4. How cool it is to watch such a wide variety of people 
making Hero Capes and knitting Little Hats (The 
infants and families who will receive these at our 
Children’s Hospital will be thankful)

5. How it is possible for a rag tag group for Disciples to 
frame a three-bedroom house in under fi ve hours at 
the Convention Center indoors (You rock!)

6. How great it is to be surrounded by folks who make 
my responsibilities much easier (Thanks Dr. Al and 
Nick and Brenda)

7. How 82 Disciples stepped up in two days to donate 
blood (These gifts will save lives)

8. How a group of youth can surround a family that 
is hurting beyond belief and pray with them, which 
brought tears to the mother’s and grandmother’s 
eyes (Powerful stuff)

9. How a large group of Chi Rho age youth can 
assembly backpacks for the homeless (120 of them)

10. How many hugs, high fi ves, waves and handshakes 
you can get over the course of a General Assembly 
(Not to mention the huge number of selfi es)

11. How passionate, articulate, compassionate and 
hilarious our leadership in the church is (You know 
who you are)

12. How one can operate on so little sleep (averaged 
about four hours a night) and still function for 16-18 
hour days (easy chair and bed all day Saturday)

13. How welcoming and hard-working the Indiana 
Region, and all of us Disciples, are (A huge thanks to 
everyone who made GA special to so many)

 I could go on, but let me crunch the numbers and then 
let “YOU” continue the “HUH” moments.

During GA:

- Assembled 120 backpacks for the Homeless at 
Wheeler Mission

- Created and made 90 Hero Capes for Peyton 
Manning Children’s Hospital at St. Vincent

- Donated 68 pints of blood to the Indiana Blood 
Center

- Sorted 22,000 pounds of potatoes from the St. 
Andrews Society to gift Gleaners Food Bank

- Sorted hundreds of pounds of food at Gleaners Food 
Bank

- Knitted around 50 Little Hats for the American Heart 
Association

- Mulched areas at an urban elementary school IPS #51 
(Did I mention in the rain?)

- Built inside and outside wall panels/framed a three-
bedroom house inside the Convention Center

- Educated people on Bread for the World (giving out a 
wide variety of fl yers and booklets, plus conversation 
to end hunger in our own lifetime)

- Served two breakfast meals at Indy’s two Ronald 
McDonald House locations

- And so much more (THANKS to everyone who 
volunteered, about 368 people) 

YOU ROCK DISCIPLES - Making a 
difference in our city and world!

By Rev. Brooks Barrick, coordinator of GA mission activities
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Disciples Rally 4 Family Justice 

Dozens of Disciples marched to the Indiana State House 
on Saturday afternoon to support a variety of justice 
causes. While there were a variety of signs held and 
chants cheered, family is what brought everyone’s 
passions together, said Rev. Dr. Kate Epperly, 
Coordinator of Justice and Advocacy for Family and 
Children’s Ministries, and one of the event’s organizers. 
What connects these justice issues is their impact on 
families. 

This broad theme brought together numerous Disciples-
affi liated organizations, all sponsoring and advertising 
the event. Epperly said that although these ministries 
all have their individual focus, and pursue a variety of 
programs, this event was a perfect opportunity to bring 
everyone together, to work towards a common cause of 
justice for families.  

Rev. Sharon Stanley-Rea, director of refugee and 
immigration ministries for Disciples Home Missions, 
welcomed participants and invited everyone to make 
signs to carry, and to share chants with each other. 
She led the group out of the convention center, and 
on a short march through downtown Indianapolis 
to the state house. NBA XPLOR Residents served as 
marshals, guiding the group along their route, and 
monitoring traffi c.

Speakers refl ected on their experiences with justice 
issues and connected them to families and Disciples 
of all ages. Rev. Dr. Xose Escamilla, of Casa de Oracion 
Iglesia Christiana (San Diego), talked about immigration 
issues through the lens of immigrant family unity, and 
the particular challenges facing the children of illegal 
immigrants, as their parents fear deportation.

Other speakers shared stories and calls to action 
around issues of injustice such as refugee status, 
indigenous justice, climate change, solitary 
confi nement, LGBTQ+ advocacy, gun violence, and 
racism. The speakers ranged in age, background, and 
experience, but all focused their energies on how 
Disciples can work together to fi ght for justice in their 
own communities.

The “Disciples Rally 4 Family Justice” 
was co-sponsored by: 

* Disciples Home Missions

* Disciples Family & Children’s Ministries

* Disciples Refugee and Immigration Ministries

* Yakama Christian Mission

* National Benevolent Association

* God Before Guns

* Disciples Women

* Disciples Justice Action Network

* Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance

* Disciples Green Chalice

* Central Pastoral Offi ce for Hispanic Ministries

* Disciples Peace Fellowship

* North American Pacifi c/Asian Disciples



10

By Rev. Bruce Barkhauer 

The stewardship learning track was developed by the 

Center for Faith and Giving and offered participants the 

opportunity to explore the faithful management of all the 

resources God places in the care of the Church.  Buildings, 

staff, and fi nancial assets made up the primary topics of the 

workshops, as Assembly-goers found the right places to 

discuss their questions and to share wisdom from their own 

experiences.   

Those who found their way to keynote address on Monday 

with Rev. Dr. Eric Law were especially delighted to fi nd 

an approach to stewardship that was both innovative and 

inspiring. Law suggested we think of our congregations 

as having a verity of currencies that included not only 

money, but also truth, relationship, time and place, wellness, 

and gracious leadership. A mixture of lecture, discussion, 

singing, and playful activity kept the attendees engaged 

and delighted at a way of thinking about stewardship as far 

The education tracks began Monday morning with core 

lectures in four learning tracks. The Stewardship & Resources 

track, sponsored by the Christian Church Foundation, 

started off with “Human, Capital and Financial / People, 

Buildings and Dollars!” led by Rev. Dr. Eric Law (pictured) of 

the Kaleidoscope Institute. 

In this session, participants were encouraged to think of 

stewardship as more than funding individual projects, but as 

a culture to cultivate in their congregations. Through stories, 

activities, and songs, Disciples learned to think about time, 

space, leadership, and relationships as currencies that can 

be developed and leveraged to help churches grow. 

One activity got participants thinking about the fl ow of 

resources in a tangible way. Law gave fi ve volunteers stacks 

of cards, and told each of them to give some cards to 

people who had fewer cards than them, and the people who 

received cards were given the same instructions. The cards 

soon spread out across the room, as every participant was 

eventually given some, and began sharing themselves. After 

a few minutes, the group discussed the activity, and what it 

demonstrated about how resources move.

Lessons like, “the more you give, the more you receive,” 

became tangible and real in this exercise, because the more 

cards a participant gave away, the more likely they were to 

meet someone who had more to share.

Participants also noticed that, as the activity progressed, 

they began actively looking for “people with less,” wanting 

Stewardship & Resources lecture encourages creative thinking

to share their 

cards. 

“It’s like love,” one 

participant shared. 

“I didn’t want to 

keep the cards for 

myself, so I was 

constantly looking 

for people who 

looked like they 

could use a little 

more.”

As the workshop continued, Law explored six different 

“holy currencies” that he teaches through courses for the 

Kaleidoscope Institute, and in his book series through 

Chalice Press: time and place, gracious leadership, 

relationship, truth, wellness, and money. He shared stories 

from congregations that have found creative ways to raise 

multiple resources at once, such as through fundraising 

events with a fellowship component, helping a church secure 

donations and develop new relationships simultaneously.

 The currency of relationships is particularly important, Law 

argues, because that’s what helps churches expand beyond 

their existing networks. By the end of this presentation, 

participants were inspired by the sharing of creative ideas, 

and motivated to get to work brainstorming their own.

Stewardship Learning Track

more than money and buildings. Brisk sales in the bookstore 

following his session proved that people wanted to go 

deeper down this creative pathway of discovery as to how 

God has blessed the church with all that we need.

Katie Hayes and Derrick Penwell explored the rebirth of 

thinking about the pastor as “lead-evangelist” – a way of 

redefi ning ministry that may have a new place in our current 

culture, where the church has lost its dominance and its 

voice of bearing witness to the way of Jesus Christ. Is social 

advocacy based in the Jesus of the gospels a new form of 

engaging people in a relationship with God?  

Micah James gave insight as to the importance of faithful 

administration as a way of creating healthy congregations. 

Other workshops explored topics such as doing ministry 

without a building; closing your church without ceasing your 

mission; faithful investment of church funds; the power of 

legacy giving; and personal fi nancial wellness.  
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by Rev. John Williams

“This little light of mine, I’m gonna let It shine…. Let 
it shine, let it shine, let it shine….”  So began our 
time together in the workshop titled “Loving Your 
Congregation’s Neighbors.” Leaders came from 
the staff of National Benevolent Association and 
Hope Partnership for Missional Transformation, with 
storytellers Dana Bainbridge, Ed Morris and Al Lopez 
telling us how their congregations were transformed by 
mission, by taking the church into the communities they 
love.

 Each story highlighted specifi c needs in the community 
that required the loving hands of Disciples to tend and 
guide them to a new place of wellness. The ministries 
began with looking into the community for ways 
they could connect. It emphasized the need to 
be vulnerable and open to the direction of God. 

 All three storytellers shared rather humble 
beginnings; they did not have large 
congregations nor an abundance of fi nancial 
resources. Instead of looking at their scarcity, 
they concentrated on their abundance and 
asked the questions, “Where can we make a 
difference and how do we do that?”

 Lessons learned in their processes included: 
trust on every level is key… it will be slow and 
messy… it requires a willingness to be vulnerable 
and humble… it calls one to a ministry of deep 
listening. 

 Ministry calls us to get acquainted with those 
in need in our communities, as well as those 
agencies that can offer help and provide 
fi nancial support. It’s a building experience. 
Each started with the notion of how we can help 
our community, not how can we get people in 
our pews. 

 Another key element was understanding that 
when you’re looking for ways to be the Church, 
you look for ways to serve that are for all people 
– not just people like us. Ed Morris said it so 
well, “We didn’t go to preach Jesus, but to LIVE 
Jesus!”

 Each story was unique in the services they were 
providing, but all were the same in that desire 
to live Jesus in the world. Al Lopez told us, “You 
have God in you – so you have all the resources 
you need!” 

Workshop: Loving Your Congregation’s Neighbors

 All the storytellers shared the impact these community 
ministries had on their congregations: a sense of 
real belonging with their community… a renewed 
sense of who God has called them to be… a clearer 
understanding of what it means to live the gospel… a 
deepening of their spiritual and prayer life… a bond that 
ties them together in God’s gracious love.  

 “This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine… let it 
shine, let it shine, let it shine!” That is God’s call, that is 
our mission, that is our blessing.
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Beginning with the Sunday afternoon workshops – more 
than 30 altogether – through Wednesday morning’s 
workshops, there were opportunities for a full seven hours 
of class time over the course of the assembly. Sunday’s 
offerings allowed for exploration of topics of healing, 
global connection, organizing and the practicalities of 
church life. 

The 2017 General Assembly learning tracks covered a lot 
of territory from stewardship and resources to worship 
arts; from justice issues to transformational leadership. 

“We didn’t offer cookie-cutter solutions,” said Rev. Yvonne 
Gilmore, core lecturer for the Transformative Leadership 
and Innovation track. “I encouraged them to look at the 
spiritual transformation that must happen from within.” 
Gilmore is associate dean of the Disciples Divinity House 
at the University of Chicago and has experience with 
church planting.

Learning at the General Assembly offers broad variety

The track continued for another two days with 
workshops on the practical (technology and real-life 
stories) and the theoretical (context and theology). 
Topics like “Loving Your Congregation’s Neighbors” 
straddled both the hands-on and deep why of ministry.

The Association of Disciple Musicians (ADM) explored 
another facet of transformation though studies of 
worship arts. Drama, dance, liturgy, small choirs and 
tips on how to introduce change to worship were all 
among the workshops offered for the learning track. Dr. 
Marcia McFee of the Worship Design Studio was core 
lecturer, as well as resource for two of the workshops 
offered. 

 An added bonus of the concurrent ADM gathering was 
the occasional pre-worship music, ably accompanied 
by harp, bass viol, trumpet and other instruments the 
talented musicians brought to well-loved hymns.
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 by Marissa Ivey

  Disciples Home Missions is committed to equipping 
disciples for Christ and connecting people to the life 
changing love of God. 

 This 2017 General Assembly was an opportunity for the 
entire DHM staff to celebrate ministry and live out that 
life changing love of God by serving the community.  
We began with the Retirement Celebration Dinner of 
Rev. Ron Degges for his faithfulness to DHM and to 
more than forty years of ministry. 

 Green Chalice Ministry provided connections/tools 
to empower churches to care for God’s people and 
creation.  

  Disciples Volunteering helped coordinate blood drives, 
food drop and constructing frames for new homes. 

Young Adult Commission sponsored after sessions and 
collected supplies to fi ll backpacks.  

  We supported General Assembly Resolution 1723 – On 
Becoming an Immigrant Welcoming Congregation. We 
also celebrate the resolutions on Carbon Neutrality and 

 Disciples Home Missions

Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery that were 
adopted by the Assembly. 

 Our Ministries gathered together in solidarity for a 
Disciples Rally 4 Family Justice on Saturday, July 8th 
and marched to Indiana State Capitol Grounds.  

  The Family and Children Ministries created family 
friendly spaces in the Exhibit Booth and Worship Hall. 

  DHM celebrated the ministry of Rev. Steve Doan, who 
retired as Chaplain Endorser. Our DHM Dinner honored 
the Rev. Dr. Norman Reed for with the Distinguished 
Leadership Award for his commitment to ministry and 
service. 

  During the business session report, the entire assembly 
honored Degges for his service and he introduced the 
incoming president, Rev. Sotello Long. Disciples Home 
Missions continues to be committed to equipping 
Disciples for Christ and connecting them to the life 
changing love of God that we may become ONE.
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Distinguished Service 
Award 

by Jim Cullumber

Richard and Dolores Lofton, member of 
First Christian Church, Keokuk, IA, were 
presented the Harry T. Ice Distinguished 
Service Award from the Christian Church 
Foundation. This award, the highest 
one given by the Foundation, honors 
excellence in philanthropy within the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  
Recipients demonstrate personal 
generosity, leadership in philanthropy 
and a love of and commitment to the 
whole church. From left are Bob Williams, 
Foundation Board chair; Kirby Gould, vice 
president; Dolores and Richard Lofton; and 
Gary Kidwell, Foundation president. 

 by Pat Donahoo

 Disciples Women offered mission and service 
opportunities in the exhibit hall at GA2017. Women of 
the US and Canada were invited to contribute items to 
‘blessing bag’ health kits for immigrants and refugees 
locally and working with Southwest Good Samaritan 
Ministries. While many health kits were assembled at 
GA, there were many items brought that are still being 
assembled into kits. We currently have 290 completed 
health kits with an additional two moving boxes of 
large size products to deliver locally. Our hope is 
to complete those kits that are missing some items 
(another two moving boxes) and team up with DHM 
to provide to people in our community in Indianapolis. 
As always the response from Disciples Women when 
invited into mission opportunities was outstanding. 
Additionally, ‘blessing blankets’ were provided for the 
children being served by these ministries. Some of 
these quilts provided the opportunity to “tie a knot 
and say a prayer” to complete.

Visitors were invited to write a prayer on ribbons to 
‘break the chains’ that were then tied into chain links. 
These prayers were to combat human traffi cking and 
to break the chains of fear for vulnerable immigrant 
families. “If you fear change, leave it here…and we will 
turn it into a blessing” was the invitation on ‘the vortex’ 
bank where offerings will be given to the blessing box 
offering which provides support for the whole mission 
of the Church.  

 Disciples Women

continued...
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A Sunday afternoon workshop provided the opportunity 
to experience one of the Bible studies from Just Women 
magazine.

Disciples Women, and a few men, gathered Monday evening 
after worship for an ice cream aftersession. Laughing, 
singing, and a little dancing were part of the celebration 
of being together. Hundreds of pictures were taken at the 
photo booth with groups gathering in reunited regions, 
events, missions, and learning opportunities. This reunion 
time, sponsored by regional women’s ministries, provided 
the chance for women to reconnect.  

Pat Donahoo and Chesla Nickelson presented the Disciples 
Women report highlighting the value of women being 
connected and the part it plays in women’s stories of growth 
and recognition of gifts and talents. They also explained 
the expansion of the emphasis on breaking the chains of 
modern day slavery to include breaking the chains of fear 
that imprison immigrant families.

Five hundred women attended the Disciples Women’s 
luncheon on Wednesday to celebrate women in leadership 
including historical leaders like Rev. Lori Tapia, the fi rst 
woman national Hispanic pastor; Rev Terri Hord Owens, the 
fi rst African American GMP; and a special celebration of Rev. 
Dr. Sharon Watkins, the fi rst woman GMP and leader of a 
mainline denomination. The Herstory tree that is the symbol 
of the interconnectedness of women was introduced as a 
reminder that we are joined across time, geography, and 
situation and together we make each other stronger. Nancy 
Cordova-Molina shared songs about immigrants and human 
traffi cking. Sharon’s ministry was celebrated with a special 
thanksgiving for her 12 years as GMP. One of the members 
of the Disciples Women Executive Committee wrote new 
lyrics to a familiar song celebrating Sharon’s leadership and 
inspiration for all women.  Other members of the Executive 
Committee offered remarks about their experiences with 
Sharon as they served as moderator, cabinet member, 
and co-journeyer to the Congo. Sharon refl ected on the 
memory of her mother being present with her at Disciples 
Women’s gatherings of the past and her importance in her 
life. She shared her thoughts on her ministry and women in 
leadership.  Together, Disciples Women in the United States 
and Canada honored Sharon with love and appreciation.  

Disciples Women were present in all aspects of the General 
Assembly through leading, learning, worshipping, preaching, 
teaching, singing, planning, encouraging, and praying. 
Disciples Women celebrates all the ways women are 
enriched and inspired by this time together. The volunteers 
that support DWM make it all possible and special thanks to 
all who shared of themselves.
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by Tom Morse

At the Global Ministries and Council on Christian Unity 
Dinner on Monday, July 10, Global Ministries presented 
partners and former mission personnel Awards of 
Affi rmation for their selfl ess participation in God’s 
Mission in the world.

Africa 

The Award of Affi rmation is given to the Council of 
Churches in Sierra Leone with deep gratitude for their 
rapid response to the Ebola Crisis in Sierra Leone from 
May 2014 to November 2015. The Council of Churches 
in Sierra Leone led the facilitation of humanitarian 
support of the local and international communities 
by coordinating medical personnel services, meal 
preparation, and food delivery to families impacted by 
the Ebola epidemic. The Council kept the international 
community abreast of the impact of Ebola from a faith 
perspective by providing daily comprehensive updates. 
Since Sierra Leone was declared Ebola free, the Council 
has provided post-Ebola support throughout the 
country by supporting vulnerable children who lost 
parents to Ebola, leading grief and recovery sessions, 
continuing education on Ebola prevention, and 
vocational training for Ebola survivors and their families. 

East Asia and the Pacific 

The Award of Affi rmation is given to Reverend Tafue 
Lusama for his prophetic witness to climate changes 
in the Pacifi c. Reverend Lusama is from Tuvalu, one 
of the earth’s tiniest independent nations, and most 
vulnerable to climate change and rising sea levels. 
Tuvalu is threatened with becoming the fi rst entire 
nation of climate refugees. As the General Secretary of 
the Congregational Christian Church of Tuvalu (Ekalesia 
Kelisiano Tuvalu – EKT), Reverend Lusama helped to 
found the Tuvalu Climate Action Network. Reverend 
Lusama is working to help small island countries gain 
assurance of their survival. In a recent sermon, Reverend 
Lusama asked: “Jesus sided with the victims of injustice. 
He bestowed upon his disciples to continue this work. 
What will we do as the global church in our role as 
Christians following Jesus, to address this injustice?”

Latin America and the Caribbean 

The Reverend Raúl Suárez-Ramos is the founder and 
former Director of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center 
in Havana, Cuba. Reverend Suárez also was the long-
standing pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church in 
Cuba from 1971 to 2005, and was the president of the 
Cuban Council of Churches. Currently Reverend Raúl 

Suárez-Ramos is a member of the People’s Power 
Assembly, the Cuban parliament. He has been a faithful 
witness and advocate for social justice, dignity, religious 
freedom, and equality within the revolutionary process 
in his country, fostering relations between the churches 
and the people of the United States and Cuba and is a 
sound prophetic voice not only for his native Cuba but 
for all of Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Middle East and Europe 

The Forum for Development, Culture, and Dialogue 
(FDCD) promotes peacebuilding, equal citizenship, and 
human rights in the Arab world by creating space for 
dialogue and building capacity among community and 
civil society organizations to be catalysts for peace. It 
is a regional organization based in Beirut, Lebanon, and 
emerged from grassroots ecumenical networks more 
than a decade ago. For the past six years, the FDCD 
has been deeply involved in emergency humanitarian 
relief inside Syria. In addition to the provision of food, 
water, medicine, and other basic needs, the FDCD 
has attempted to promote peacebuilding and confl ict 
resolution, even in the most diffi cult of circumstances. 

Mediterranean Hope is a program of the Federation of 
Protestant Churches in Italy, including the Waldensian 
Church. It started three years ago as a response of the 
church to those who arrive in Lampedusa after being 
subjected to the unspeakable violence of poverty, 
persecution, exploitation, and brutality of human 
traffi ckers. In the fi rst four months of 2017, already 
over 1,200 people have died attempting to cross 
the Mediterranean by boat. In addition to the direct 
assistance, two humanitarian corridors have been 
established between Morocco and Italy, and between 
Lebanon and Italy, to allow for the possibilities of visas 
and transportation by plane.

Southern Asia 

Reverend Thevasagayam Thevanesan, President of the 
Church of the American Ceylon Mission is recognized 
for an Award of Affi rmation. Raised in the mission 
school of Jaffna College, Reverend Thevanesan began 
his ministry in the rural areas of Sri Lanka. After 
completing his education in India, Reverend Thevanesan 
became Principal of the Christian Theological Seminary 
for twelve years, helping to rebuild the community 
after 26 years of civil war. He now serves as President 
of the Church of the American Ceylon Mission (CACM). 
CACM has been an important partner church of Global 
Ministries since its origins in 1813. Reverend Thevanesan 
recently presided the celebration of the 200th 

Global Ministries celebrates partners with Awards of Affirmation  
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by Tom Morse

At General Assembly in Indianapolis, Global Ministries 
was pleased to present nine mission co-workers to the 
assembly for commissioning.

• Michael Joseph to serve with the Justapaz in 
Colombia

• Loren McGrail to serve with the YWCA in Palestine

• John Campbell-Nelson to serve with Arthura 
Wacana Seminary in Indonesia

• Karen Campbell-Nelson to serve with the 
Evangelical Church in West Timor

• Nikotemo Sopepa to serve with the Pacifi c Council 
of Churches in Fiji

• Jerri Handy to serve with Las Memorias Hospice in 
Mexico

• Phyllis Byrd to Serve with the Organization of 
African Instituted Churches in Kenya

• Debbie and Larry Colvin to serve with the 
Evangelical Protestant Church in Ghana

• Chimiste Dorsicar to serve with CONASPEH in Haiti

• Joani Adorno to serve as a Global Mission Intern

In the service the Mission Co-Workers pledged to 
endeavor to be faithful to their duties, and to strive to 
work among the people with humility and patience, 

Anniversary of the American Ceylon Mission. The church 
has withstood many challenges from within and outside, 
and Reverend Thevanesan has been able to provide 
effective and prophetic leadership. 

Mission Personnel 

Sandra and Daniel Gourdet served as mission personnel 
for Division of Overseas Ministries, and later Global 
Ministries, in four countries: Zaire (now the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo), Swaziland, Zimbabwe, and Haiti 

Global Ministries celebrates the commissioning 
of nine Mission Co-Workers

starting in 1972. Sandra began her work as a Fraternal 
Worker (Global Mission Intern today) assigned to the 
Disciples Community of the Church of Christ in Zaire as 
an English teacher. During their time of service, Daniel 
and Sandra were evacuated for civil unrest both in the 
DRC and in Haiti; yet their commitment to the people 
of either nation never wavered. Global Ministries is 
proud to award Sandra and Daniel Gourdet this Award 
of Affi rmation for their true commitment to sharing and 
receiving the good news of Jesus Christ in working for 
justice, reconciliation and peace.

remembering that they are invited as colleagues eager 
to learn, as well as to serve. Those present also pledged 
as representatives of their congregations across the 
United States and Canada to support them in God’s 
mission. Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins than presided over the 
commissioning prayer.

We ask that you would continue holding up these 
Mission Co-workers, and those already serving, in your 
prayers.
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Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Ministries / Obra Hispana

by Rev. Lori Tapia

During the Obra Hispana after session at GA 2017, a time was spent celebrating and honoring those present who have 
given through service over 50 years to the Obra Hispana and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Those present 
listened to words of wisdom and were challenged to take the Obra Hispana to the next level. This celebration was 
part of the Obra’s strategy towards strengthening identity, recognizing that the present #laObraNOW is a movement 
that builds on the foundation laid by so many, and continues to move forward with all the voices; those of yesterday, 
today and tomorrow. Those honored were Rev. Filiberto Pereira, Rev. Angel Bonilla, Rev. Hortensia Bonilla, Rev. Juan 
Rodriguez and Rev. David Vargas.

Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Ministries / Obra Hispana

by Tom Morse

The Caribbean Initiative invites the whole church to 
witness together with the Caribbean region through 
education, advocacy, and support of our partners 
for the next eighteen months.  Partner churches and 
organizations in Cuba, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, 
Jamaica, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, and Colombia, bring 
incredible gifts in their strong testimonies, as they 
receive and share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
They provide us with a broader understanding of the 
many ways in which God is seen at work in the world 
and challenge us to expand our vision of the Church. 
Our hope and prayer is that through many and varied 
experiences, we will better understand the issues, 
priorities, successes, and struggles of sisters and 
brothers in the Caribbean and, in turn, be challenged to 
understand ourselves, our world, and our faith anew.

During this initiative, members of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United Church 
of Christ celebrate relationships with the Caribbean 
through a variety of resources for your congregation 
including Bible studies, music, liturgical materials, 
special giving opportunities, People-to-People 
Pilgrimages, videos, children´s resources, and more.  
Additionally, there will be tools to address some of 

Global Ministries launches the Caribbean Initiative

the universal challenges of the region: migration and 
human traffi cking; the quest for peace; sustainable 
development in the face of climate change; and the 
churches’ witness for just economic policies that 
encourage the fl ourishing of life. 

 Join the Global Ministries Caribbean Initiative today 
(http://globalministries.org/caribbeaninitiative) and 
Embrace the Spirit!
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More from Obra Hispana

The Obra Hispana Bilingual Worship Service at GA brought together a worship team of young adult musicians 
from fi ve conventions. These young adults came together with a few hours of practice to lead those present into a 
wonderful worship experience, including liturgical dance. 
Representatives of the worship team were:  

•  Milca Rivera: Sureste (Vocalista) ICDC del Norte de 
Orlando

•  Nancy Cordova-Molina: Pacifi co (Vocalista) Casa de 
Oración San Diego

•  Veronica Martinez: Pacifi co (Vocalista) Casa de Oración 
San Diego

•  Eliud Peralez: Suroeste (Guitarra) ICDC Emanuel San 
Benito

•  Joey Tapia: Arizona (Bajo y Voz) Iglesia Alas de Salvación

•  Yessica Muñoz: Arizona (Danza) Iglesia Alas de Salvación

•  Beto Gamez: Medio Oeste (Teclado) Casa del Alfarero

•  Wilhem Almodovar: Medio Oeste (Bateria) Casa del 
Alfarero

•  William Almodovar: Medio Oeste (Guitarra y Voz) Casa del Alfarero

•  Ivonne Martinez: Medio Oeste (Vocalista) Casa del Alfarero

Latina Artist, Nancy Cordova-Molina, presents most recent music 
“Migrant Wings” | “Alas Migrantes” at the Disciples Women’s 
Luncheon, the Obra Hispana after session and other venues at GA 
2017. This recent recording brings a message of dignity, education 
and hope to the struggles of the immigrant, refugee and victims 
of human traffi cking. You can obtain your copy and support her 
ministry at www.nancycordova.com.

More from Obra Hispana
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by Kasi Zieminski

NBA’s shared exhibit space features 
Disciples ministry partners and virtual 
reality solitary confinement experience

Thanks to all who connected with the National 
Benevolent Association at the 2017 General Assembly! 
Again this year, the NBA offered shared exhibit space 
with Disciples health and social service ministry 
partners from across the life of the church. Attendees 
were invited to explore clustered “neighborhoods” and 
visit with ministries organized by mission area, including 
anti-poverty; peace and justice; older adults; children; 
youth and young adults; people with disabilities; mental 
health and wellness; and prison and jail ministries. Find 
Disciples health and social service ministries near you at 
nbacares.org/directory. 

The prison and jail ministries area also featured 
the National Religious Campaign Against Torture 
(NRCAT) and its virtual reality experience of solitary 
confi nement. This nine-minute VR presentation was 
an immersive way to see, hear, and feel the negative 
impacts of solitary confi nement. Upon fi nishing the 
video, participants debriefed with NRCAT staff and 
shared their initial reactions to the experience. 

 “Afraid. Alone. Helpless.”

 “I lost myself in there.”

 “I felt like a caged animal.”

 “Despair. Sorrow.”

 “Wow. So intense.”

 “This is not okay.”

 “This must end.”

NBA joins with NRCAT and other Disciples 
ministries to advocate against the prolonged use 
of solitary confi nement, in continued response to 
Resolution GA-1525. Learn more at nbacares.org/
prison-and-jail and nrcat.org. 

Disciples health and social service 
ministries lead in-demand workshops

Participants in the Justice and Transformational 
Leadership & Innovation Learning Tracks had 
the opportunity to engage with several Disciples 
health and social service ministries and National 
Benevolent Association staff in workshops held 
on Sunday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of General 

National Benevolent Association

Assembly. Presenters from NBA’s Mental Health 
Initiative, Prison and Jail Ministries Affi nity Group, and 
Incubate Initiative offered workshops on faith-rooted 
organizing; mass incarceration and solitary confi nement; 
breaking the stigma of mental illness in the church; 
loving your congregational neighbors; introducing 
innovation into congregations; discerning the call 
between starting a church or nonprofi t; and more. 
Many workshop rooms were standing room only and 
brought about great conversation and learning between 
presenters, panelists, and attendees.

 If you missed General Assembly or a specifi c workshop, 
several of these presentations will be made available 
on the NBA website, searchable at nbacares.org/care-
resources. 
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by Emily Frishe and Kate Hurst

In case you missed it, Rev. Dr. H. Benjamin Bohren received a standing ovation 
at the Pension Fund Ministers & Mates Breakfast after his sermon titled “Blink! 
Blink!”  Ben shared how John 1:1-5 was his inspirational “blink” of light when he 
was in the “darkness.”  During the loss of his voice, Ben was grateful for how his 
Pension Fund Disability Benefi t supported him when he needed it most.  Now he 
is a generous contributor to the Ministerial Relief Fund. 

Pension Fund highlights from General Assembly 

Rev. Dr. Todd Adams announced in the Pension Fund 
Business Report that former President, Jim Hamlett is 
President Emeritus of Pension Fund. 

People gave generously to the 13th Check and are still giving 
at http://www.pensionfund.org/giving-back!  It is a blessing to 
continue the legacy of serving those who served the church at 
the cost of their own fi nancial success.  Your gift goes to enrich 
the lives of those clergy who responded to the call without 
the opportunity to save for retirement.  Your offering makes a 
substantial difference to those in need!  

Spouses of members 
used Pension 
Fund’s new online 
enrollment to open 
Traditional or Roth 
IRA Accounts and a 
Benefit Accumulation 
Accounts. Start 
enjoying the benefi ts of 
membership!  Interest 
rates are 3.5% for IRAs 
and 3.5% for BAAs!

O ur Client Relations team enjoyed meeting our members and retirees in the 
booth and at the Presidents’ Breakfast for Retired Ministers & Missionaries.  To 
fi nd your dedicated Area Director, visit our website. They look forward to helping 
you become “retirement ready!”
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  Disciples Church Extension Fund (DCEF)

by Rev. Bethany Watkins Lowery

 Disciples Church Extension Fund hosted the 
pre-assembly event Now What? A conference 
on reimagining… our buildings, our mission, 
our leadership. Over 100 church leaders from 
across the United States and Canada gathered to 
discuss new ways to engage their communities 
through innovative ministries.  Speakers shared 
their congregations’ experiences with changing 
locations, ministering to Millennials, community 
activism, and alternate funding sources. Now 
What? featured Katie Hayes, founder and pastor 
of Galileo Church in Mansfi eld, Texas, Janet 
Hellner-Burris, pastor of the Christian Church in 
Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania, Steve Hellner-Burris, 
chief executive offi cer of Rebuilding Together 
Pittsburgh, and William Crowder, pastor of Park 
Manor Christian Church in Chicago. “We were 
thrilled with the participation and hopeful that individuals were able to gather needed information to take back and 
apply to their ministries,” said Rick Morse, vice president of Disciples Church Extension Fund.

 by Rev. Bethany Watkins Lowery

Hope Partnership for Missional 
Transformation introduced GA Resolution 
1717 on Monday, July 10. Terrell L. McTyer, 
minister of New Church Strategies and 
former new church planter spoke in support 
of the resolution, “From proclaiming the 
Gospel to praying for the oppressed, I have 
personally participated in the impactful ways 
churches have and continue to enhance our 
communities.” After the General Assembly 
affi rmed Resolution 1717, Jolin Wilks 
McElroy, pastor of First Christian Church in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, said, “I’m here to 
celebrate Resolution 1717 that celebrates 
new congregations.” Standing beside Nglol 
Rahlan, pastor of Dao Blung Hlao, and 
members of the new church in formation 
in Charlotte, Wilks McElroy continued, 
“Thank you New Church for your continuing 
encouragement of new churches among 
us and may be as diverse as this world and 
witness to the promise of our Lord – ‘behold 
I’m making all things new.” 

Hope Partnership for Missional Transformation
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 Week of Compassion

 by Rev. Caroline Hamilton-Arnold

 Nigerian poet and novelist Ben Okri has said, “Stories can conquer fear, you 
know. They can make the heart bigger.” Or, to put it another way, stories 
generate compassion. Through stories, we step outside of our own experiences, 
glimpse the realities, bear the pains, share the joys of others. Through stories, we 
learn, as the word compassion suggests, to “feel with” others.

Fittingly, stories were central to the Week of Compassion presence at General 
Assembly 2017. 

Our guest speaker, Laila Alawa, reminded us at the Week of Compassion 
breakfast that through our common humanity we share in each others’ stories. 
She shared her own experience of separation from her family due to the Syrian 
Civil War. “We don’t talk about visiting each other anymore, or even of seeing 
each other again,” she said of her relatives still in Syria. She emphasized that the 
crisis is not about people far away, but is as close as her family, as close as our 
neighbors. “Their children are our children.” It is not about the statistics, she said, 
but about the stories.

At the Week of Compassion booth, we heard about houses being repaired in Volusia County, Florida, where Hurricane 
Matthew damaged hundreds of homes. We heard 
from members of Vermont Christian Church of 
the ongoing needs in Flint, Michigan. In worship, 
we witnessed the breadth of the work of Week 
of Compassion, as a world map illustrated the 
impact of your gifts over the past two years.

Stories were the main event at the aftersession 
co-hosted with DDH Chicago and DDH 
Vanderbilt. Margot DeGreef spoke of Haitian 
neighbors strengthening and comforting one 
another after the 2010 earthquake and again after 
the hurricane last fall. “I spent two months in that 
tent,” the makeshift shelter she lived in after the 
earthquake. “Once, when it started to rain, and 
the tarp above me was leaking, one neighbor 
got a piece of gum, another chewed it and yet 
another one put it in the hole right above my 
head so that I wouldn’t get wet.” 

We celebrate that, since the 2015 General 
Assembly, Week of Compassion has distributed 
over $5 million through our partners, in response 
to dozens of natural and human-caused disasters 
and in support of a wide variety of sustainable 
development efforts. More importantly, though, 
we celebrate Margot and Luis and Fahama and 
Barbara and so many more, whose stories have 
joined with ours in the narratives of hope and 
transformation. 

Thank you for joining us at Assembly, for 
partnering in the work of compassion, and for 
helping us share the stories.

Visit free.chalicepress.com 
and select “Disciples Want 
to Change the World — So 
Do We.” You’ll receive a 
link to 170 pages of stories, 
ministry tips, and resources 
for Disciples and Disciples 
congregations — FREE! 
— and sign up for our 
newsletter.

You Want to Change the World. So Do We.

chalice press

Didn’t make it to General Assembly? 
You can still get 

Chalice Press’s FREE sampler!

Help CBP/Chalice Press help your ministry!
Go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ChaliceCBP 

to tell us what resources you need most!



Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)
1099 N. Meridian Street, Suite 700
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Non-Profi t
Organization
US Postage

PAID
Permit #496
Montgomery, 

AL

                   See you in DES MOINES!

SILVER

GOLD

DIAMOND

Sponsors    Many thanks        to our sponsors for the 2017 General Assembly!

2019GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JULY 20-24


