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Transcript

Hello, Disciples. 

I know that you, like me, have been watching the news from Afghanistan over the past few weeks. I have been praying for the victims of last week’s attack, and all those who have now been displaced from their homes. I’ve been praying for our military families, and the Disciples chaplains who are serving faithfully – I know this has been a difficult time for so many.

I also know that Disciples want to know how to help. Our siblings in Afghanistan are seeking safety and they are in need of immediate relief. Our church, through Week of Compassion, is working with trusted partners in the region to meet urgent needs, while also prioritizing the refugee resettlement program here in the U.S.

In the coming weeks and months, the United States is preparing to welcome tens of thousands of people from Afghanistan after several years of shrinking refugee numbers. As Disciples, we have a significant heritage of working with our ecumenical and interfaith partners to advocate for and welcome refugees. 

The refugee resettlement challenge we face now is similar to urgent needs we have faced before. In 1975 following the fall of Saigon, the U.S. resettled 125,000 Vietnamese refugees, and Disciples were a big part of providing that welcome. 

We can do that again. We now have an opportunity to continue this work, to practice radical hospitality and offer the gift of welcome and help ramp up these services quickly.

As Disciples of Jesus Christ, our faith compels us to welcome the stranger- especially those who are in danger and seeking sanctuary. We encourage Disciples congregations to begin doing groundwork now, and prepare to welcome refugee families to your local community in the weeks and months ahead. 

Disciples Refugee and Immigration Ministries has a number of resources available to support congregations in these efforts, and we’ll include links so that you can find more information and get connected to others who are doing this important work. Even if you or your church has never done this before, I encourage you to check out those resources and find ways that you can help.

Some of you have already begun this work. If your congregation is preparing to welcome refugees, we’d love to hear about what you are doing. Send your stories to news@disciples.org, or share on social media and be sure to tag #ccdoc. 

Through support for Week of Compassion, Disciples are present wherever people are in need--whether that is halfway around the world, or here in our own communities in the U.S. and Canada. 

Disciples, there are so many hard things happening right now – refugees and hurricanes and wildfires and the ongoing pandemic. I’m so grateful for you, for this church, and the ways we show up for each other. I’m so grateful to be part of this movement for wholeness... I’m so grateful for God’s limitless love that will not ever let us go. 

Thank you, Disciples, for being the church we say we are. And remember: God loves you, and so do I.

*****

Learn more and make a gift to support Week of Compassion’s efforts in welcoming Afghan refugees 

Sign up to support refugee resettlement in your area through Disciples Refugee and Immigration Ministry

Watch this webinar from Church World Service with an update on Afghan resettlement efforts: 

If your congregation is preparing to receive refugees, tell us about what you’re doing. Send your stories to news@disciples.org, or share on social media and be sure to tag #ccdoc. 
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