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Terri Hord Owens: Hello, Disciples, and welcome to another 
edition of Imagine With Me, where I have the opportunity to talk with creative innovative 
and just awesome leaders from across the life of our church and today I'm so excited to 
be able to have a conversation with our moderator elect Elder Clyde Hunt who serves 
the church from Mississippi Boulevard Church in Memphis, Tennessee. Elder Clyde, as 
people who know and love you, I refer to you, thank you so much for being with me this 
morning and so good to see you. I see a lot of you on Zoom these days but, yes, yes, 
it's so good. One of the things that I that I've been hoping that we could do is to make 
sure that people know who our moderator team is. Usually your pictures are splashed 
across the entry to the plenary hall in general assembly, and people see you. If they're 
at general assembly, they see you presiding at the table for business sessions. And if 
they're on general board, they would see you, but I really think this is a great opportunity 
for our whole church to get to know a little bit more about you. So, why don't you share 
a little bit about who you are, where you serve, your congregation, your life, your family - 
just whatever you want to share.  

Clyde Hunt: Well, thank you, thank you. I'm certainly excited to have this opportunity to 
share on this beautiful fall day here in Memphis, Tennessee, and before I go any further 
I want to recognize that this is October Clergy Appreciation Month, so thank you to our 
GMP for the great work that you do for the whole church; and not only you, but all of our 
clergy as part of the OGMP staff, and the whole church throughout the whole church - 
thank you to all clergy for this.  

Well, I live in Arlington, Tennessee. And Arlington is in west Tennessee. Tennessee is 
split up in west, middle, and east so it's the western portion of Tennessee, about 25 
miles east of Memphis. And I grew up, quite frankly, about 15 miles from here, so I'm 
very close to home and family. I was the youngest of ten children - five are 
remaining, so we are siblings; we cherish each other; and we cherish birthdays and the 
gift of life, certainly. I've been married for 35 years to my wonderful wife Norma Simpson 
Hunt, who is from Chicago. In fact, I met her in Chicago. I graduated from Memphis 
State back in the early, early '80s. First job was in Chicago so, that's where I met her. 
She said she would never marry anybody from the South or move to the South, and all 
those rules broke. We lived there for about seven years and we moved back into this 
area. Two children: son, he lives in New York with his lovely wife Kenya Goggins; and 
my daughter Christina lives in San Francisco. So, they're both adults and they live far 

https://www.theblvd.org/


away and it's - that's hard, that's hard - because, as you know, children are always on 
your heart. So, even when I wake up in the middle of the night - and my wife's the 
same - we will pray for them, that the Lord is covering and keeping them in their 
journey.  

Professionally, I was a civil engineer, retired back in 2019. I wear many different hats 
because people say, okay, so what do you do in your retirement? Well, I'm busy. Fourth 
generation farmer - inherited farm from my dad when he passed on, so I managed that. 
Have a family cemetery - I'm out there sometime cutting the yard there. I'm a landlord. I 
have an Airbnb, so sometimes I'm checking in the guests, checking out guests, cleaning 
up the house. Elder at Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church - been a member there 
for 30 years, approximately. Served as moderator times two under the Rev. 
Frank Thomas and Jason Lawrence Turner. And of course, my wife and I are life group 
teachers, so we do life together. That's our motto for the Pursuers Life Group. Long 
distance biking - you know, there are times when I get on my bike and do long distance 
rides; that's a good time to connect, to reflect, and meditate on the work that you do. 
And sometimes I'm a landscaper. I'm out there, cutting the yard - and so many different 
hats. Those are the things. That's pretty much me. That's me.   

THO: I think you model what my friend, Cynthia Linder, calls in her book "multiplicity." 
Right. (Yes, yes.) We have a multiplicity of gifts and so many different things, right, that 
hold our lives together, and give us joy, and give us fulfillment, and so it's our teacher. 
Home churches - Light of the World and Mississippi Boulevard for many 
years, particularly when Alvin Jackson pastored, fellowshipped quite a bit, so we have, 
yeah, my good friend Leo Davis is the minister of music there. He grew up with my 
husband, Walter, and, in fact, I met my husband because of Leo. So yes, yes, there's a 
lot of love and just good people, really good people, at Mississippi Boulevard, a church 
with a long heritage and a strong heritage as a Disciples congregation. When you go 
to The Boulevard, those folks are Disciples.   

CH: Yes, and you know, we have 100 years that's approaching for us. Yes, yes. We're 
celebrating our 100 years (oh, wow) ministry, so we're excited.  

THO: That's exciting. That's exciting. Well, in this role of moderator elect - and 
it's actually a fairly new role in the church - it used to be that the moderator would 
serve on the team one year after their service. And maybe six or seven years ago, it 
was determined that it might be better to have someone to come along and serve with 
the team prior to assuming that role of moderator. So, you were asked, and invited, and 
nominated to be moderate elect. So, tell us, how are you finding this role? What did you 
think it was going to be versus how have you experienced it?  

CH: Well, first of all, I'm very appreciative of the fact that six years ago there was  vision 
that said, you know, we need to have this position to be on board prior to possibly taking 
on that role as moderator, so, I want to say thank you for that, because I think it's that 
that has been very important for my learning, experience my role. I see it, you know, 
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when I looked into the Design and it says basically, she'll assume responsibilities as a 
sign and that is very true because in the role of moderator you're there to listen, you're 
there to learn, and you are there to lean. That's how I see it - listen, learn, lean. 
Lean heavily on the experience of the moderator; lean heavily on the experience of the 
GMP, of the moderator team understanding the past; living in the present and, as you 
have called us to do, imagine into the future. So that has been a great experience for 
me. Often times I get asked the question, why. Why did you say yes? And you know, I 
have to go back to the time that I was asked. I believe it was in 2019, during the many 
transitions in my life, and I recall saying to God: Lord, I don't know what this next phase 
in my life will be, but I want to be open to the Kingdom.  I want to be open. open to 
serve. And my God, if it wasn't about a month or so later - You know, if you yield 
yourself to the Lord, he will make room for your gifts. He will open doors, and you know, 
the call came forth, and I said 'yes' and I consider it a calling. I consider it a calling and 
I'm always saying, listen, you know, you all let me know, you know, because this is my 
time of grooming. What, you know, what's best, what's not best to do.   

So it's been a great, great experience. It's been a great experience, like, kudos to our 
moderator, and certainly to you, Terri, who lead. You know, we have had many 
challenges certainly over these last few years. I mean, and I've watched how you all 
have led us through this this storm, and it has been with compassion; it's been your 
grace; and just an amazing consideration for all. And I've seen that in your leadership, 
and it's just something that I have not experienced in my years of serving in ministry. 
So, I want to thank, you know, the moderator team for just leading with such grace. I 
appreciate it.  

THO: Amen. Our moderator, the Rev. Belva Brown Jordan - she has certainly led with 
grace and people know Belva across the life of the church, and I certainly have 
benefited from her wisdom and grace and from the model that we've established of the 
two of you meeting periodically with me, right, to just to talk about deep things as well as 
the moderator team, so that you and I have had the chance, right, to get to know each 
other in this particular way.  

And then, as you will assume leadership after the assembly in 2023, we've already had 
a chance to get to be in some intimate spaces where tough things are being discussed. 
You know, we didn't anticipate the pandemic, of course, who could have. And this 
moderator team has, you know, normally, would have had a monthly conference call or 
something like that. And there for a while - talk a little bit about those days when we 
were meeting, like, every week because we were trying to decide how to speak to the 
general board and the church about general assembly, etc. I mean, what are some of 
the more surprising and intense things that have come in? And how has that changed 
your sense of how we need to lead in the church?  

CH: Well, you know, the opportunity to be behind the scenes and to work in that 
intimate setting was really quite amazing, as I recall. Earlier the decisions that had to be 
made - and there was one moment when we were meeting and we really literally didn't  



know. We had all of these options before us and we just didn't know which way to go. 
And we went into prayer, recognizing that God would reveal and give us peace about 
the decision that had to be made. So, that I shouldn't say that was surprising, but it was 
just refreshing to know that, you know, we recognize our limitations. There's only so 
much we can do in terms of our intellect, but when the Spirit of God moves, and when 
we can recognize that, and we walk in that path of righteousness, and when that 
decision was made peace, peace was given. Yeah, you know we moved forward. There 
were financial concerns and all of that. At some point, as in all of our lives, we have to 
release and allow God to be God, and that's what we did. And you know, I have 
peace about it and I believe the whole church has peace about the decisions that were 
made.  

THO: Yeah, I agree. I think so and I remember our first vice moderator, Stephanie 
Kendell, writing a beautiful prayer of lament so that we led the church to say, yes, we all 
grieve the fact that we won't be gathering in 2021. And yet, we were able to have a 
wonderful virtual gathering in August.  

And the other impact of that decision, though, was that you will serve two more years 
than you originally planned. So, the whole team will serve two more years, so that's 
something that the whole church should know. This moderator team that was elected to 
serve through 2021, actually will serve through 2023, so we're grateful. The whole 
church should be grateful for the sacrifice of time and energy and talents and just the 
commitment that you all have to the church. This weekend we will be meeting with 
the administrative committee which serves, as you know, as the executive committee, 
so to speak, of our general board, and it also serves as the board for the Office of 
General Minister and President. And, of course, you're part of that leadership team and 
will be present with that. So, what are some things that you think are of interest to the 
church that will be on that agenda and what are you hoping for?  

CH: Well, you know, of course, the administrative committee - their administrative 
responsibilities - that we have to go through as a committee. You know, we received the 
various reports, and the opportunity to fill vacancies, and various committees - the 
administrative committee and the nominating committee - but I think one thing that, well, 
probably two things that I would raise is the report from the governance 
committee, because, you know, the work that they have been doing over the years have 
been really phenomenal and I'm excited to hear the recommendations that will come out 
of that report this week. So, I believe those recommendations will have great impact, a 
positive impact, on the ministry of the whole church and how we move forward and how 
we imagine what the church will be for in the future. If, you know, the Scripture says that 
we perish if we have no vision, right, so I'm thankful that this governance committee are 
meeting. They have discernment and are seeking the Lord, looking at the Design, so, all 
of those things are, I think, important.  

And I believe what would be very impactful for the whole church: sustainability. You 
know, we're talking about that. I always say that sustainability is something that we 



all can participate in because that's what we do literally on the table. (Right, right, 
right, right.) You know, to sustain ourselves, well, it's not only about sustainability, how 
do we look at sustainability for the church, and not necessarily sustainability remaining 
the same, but having those resources available for the future (Right, right) church can 
imagine without the drudgery of 'how we're gonna do this, we don't have the resources, 
we don't have that' So, again, I think we are called (amen) look at this and address 
those hard questions.   

Also we'll do budget review; that's normal. So, we'll be doing all of those things, so it's 
an action-packed weekend.  

THO: Yeah, yeah. Action packed is a good way to think about it. I think one, I'm with 
you and looking forward to the conversation around the work that the governance 
committee of the board has been doing which is charged with the Design to do that 
work of ongoing renewal and reflection on who we are and is the church still situated in 
a place where we're making decisions that are enable us to do the work that we've 
been called to do, and to resource that work as well.   

So, the covenant education curriculum that folks have seen us talk about, and is 
available - we have so many congregations and even regions doing - that study came 
from a subcommittee of the of the governance committee - and hoping that the church 
would understand this call to walk in covenant, even as we think about change. We're 
not talking about just structural change; we're talking about the way we see 
ourselves, and how we do our work together, and how we make decisions. So I, with 
you, I'm really excited. And the administrative committee will be leading conversations 
about this with the general board in February, so that's when I get back from sabbatical. 
When this is aired, I will be on sabbatical and we're taping this just before I'm leaving, 
so we're good.  

One final thing I want to share. You're such a phenomenal Bible study teacher. 
Everybody that I talk to at The Boulevard just speaks of how meaningful the teaching 
that you and your wife Norma do. One of our reimaginings has been about, you know, 
covenant story and narrative - that we have to, you know, really shift the narrative that 
we tell about ourselves in the church, as well as the right tools, but finally 
spiritual practice. And you know I've been talking about the importance of Bible study 
and spiritual practice to ground us. Long before we figure out what to do or where to go, 
we have to get in touch with God and with God's Word. So, how does that spiritual 
practice play a role in your life, and why do you think it's so important for the church to 
be students of the Word and practice - have our own particular spiritual disciplines?  

CH: This is so important because the journey, the pathway, if everyone can reflect on 
their life and recognize that there have been valley experiences, and during those valley 
experiences if you did not have an anchor - something or someone to rescue you from 
that pit of destruction - you know, we hear on the news what happens is filled with 
people that are in distress, so the Word is this, is paramount. One of the Scriptures 
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says, commit to the Lord whatever you do and your plans will succeed, so it's, you know 
- Our life group, we consider it as therapy, right, you know, and we recognize that we 
are not perfect; we stumble; we fall. But the Lord will uphold you, as the Scripture says, 
with his hand. So, you know, we have to just recognize that and it's important that we 
are all ambassadors of the attributes that Christ gives us. So, yeah, that's it, you know, 
it's about relationships. Covenant is about relationship, even for the whole church. It's 
about being in relationship with one another and recognizing that we're all frail, but God, 
but God, but God, so that God, yeah, yeah.  

THO: I'm so glad to know that you know this is the case. I think we have - the spiritual 
depth of our moderator team has just been a real blessing to me, and I know it's been a 
real blessing to the whole church, but particularly to me. And you're the lay person on 
our team and you're just, you know, you've given us that same kind of depth, even 
though you're the only the only layperson currently on our team. And so we're grateful - 
grateful for your leadership and grateful for your 'yes'; grateful that you'll be with us, 
at this point, another four years, so we're so glad for your service, Clyde, and thank you 
for being with me today.  

Disciples, as you can see, we are blessed in our church with leaders who are both 
committed, not just big "d" Disciples, but little "d" disciples, followers of Christ. So I hope 
you got a chance to know Elder Clyde Hunt from Mississippi Boulevard Christian 
Church, who is currently serving as the moderator elect and then, in 2023, will become 
the moderator of the General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 
the US and Canada. We're so grateful that you spent the time with us today and I hope 
that you will take the opportunity, as Elder Clyde advised, to spend time in the Word of 
God. That's where our covenant - Jesus represents the new covenant between God 
and God's creation. And God has revealed God's self in the Word and in Scripture. And 
Jesus always used Scripture to respond to difficult questions and circumstances. So, I 
invite you to find some time for your own spiritual practice, to strengthen you, to 
encourage you, and to lead you forward, and to build up that relationship with God so 
that you can then be in relationship with your siblings all over this globe and in 
our society.  

So, thanks again for listening and I hope that you will have a great day whatever 
you're doing today remember God loves you and so do I. 

 


