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Hello, I am Belva Brown Jordan, interim president of Disciple Seminary Foundation and 

moderator of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and 

Canada.  On behalf of our moderator team, Stephanie Kendell, Nestor Gomez and 

Clyde Hunt, I bring greetings as we transition from Advent to Christmas.  As you walk 

through this day, know that we are deeply grateful for you and all the ministry you do in 

this time of great difficulty.  Even in difficult times and tender moments of loss, we find 

our spiritual grounding in Advent as we utter prayers of hope, peace, joy and love for a 

world that is waiting to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 

As this season of waiting and preparation comes to an end, I am reminded of the song, 

“Hark! the herald angels sing. 
Jesus the light of the world. 

 
We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light, 

Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright. 
Shine all around us, by day and by night, 

Jesus, the light of the world 
 

And the song takes me to John 1:1-14 for the Christmas story, told through a prism of 

light.  It may sound simple – the true light that gives light to everyone was coming into 

the world – but this light is anything but simple.  The word light is thought of as an 

element that not only luminates, brightens, shows the way, but is also associated with 

weightlessness, being upbeat, and in some cases thought of as trivial.  But the “true 

light” in John, this Jesus that he speaks of, is anything but trivial.  This Jesus is the one 



who comes to show the way and luminates the path for doing ministry in difficult times 

and tender moments of loss. 

We pray for you this day.  We pray that you never lose sight of the light that shows the 

ways to do the work of Christmas all year-round.  In the words of the theologian Howard 

Thurman, that means:  to find the lost; to heal the broken; to feed the hungry; to release 

the prisoner; to rebuild the nations; to bring peace among others; to make music in the 

heart.  May you continue to be the light that makes difficult times and tender moments 

bearable. Blessings, my friends, blessings and Merry Christmas! 


